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Abstract

The development of the Internet and digital technology has greatly changed the way people com-
municate, and it is the obligation of the platform to maintain the order and environment of the
network. The behavior of the platform disclosing the user’s IP location has been questioned by
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some users whether it infringes their personal information rights and interests. The legality anal-
ysis of disclosing IP territory is not only conducive to answering the doubts of the users, but also to
define the reasonable matters of using personal information in a better way. Based on the conflict
between the rights and interests of personal information and the public interest, this paper dis-
cusses the reasonable use of the rights and interests of personal information, the definition of
public interest, and the obligations of personal information processors, and determines what rea-
sonable ways to use personal information for the purpose of public interest. Both the “notify-con-
sent rule” and the statutory reasons are the reasonable use of personal information, and the judg-
ment of public interest needs to be based on the combination of entity and procedure. Although
the disclosure of IP territories for the purpose of public interest exempts the obligation of obtain-
ing user consent, it also needs to fulfill the obligation of notification and follow the principle of
minimum infringement. On the whole, the platform’s behavior is legitimate, but there are still
some shortcomings that need to be improved, such as not distinguishing children’s personal in-
formation, not verifying the authenticity of IP territories, and establishing a more perfect com-
pliance system.
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