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Abstract

Jiang Shumei’s folk memory writing is both a rural journal showing the chaotic and poor world
and folk concepts in a turbulent society, and a character journal in which the author encodes her
own female memory and the women in her memory. Both the writer’s female memories and the
women in her memories convey her high level of identification with female identity, showing Jiang
Shumei’s more advanced but not limited view of women. Thematically, Jiang Shumei’s stories do
not break away from the framework of mainstream social values, yet the details often reveal a gap
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with the established themes, intentionally or unintentionally, and the charm of folk tales is thus
born. From writing her own stories in the early days of Chaotic Times, Poor Times and Bitter Vege-
table Flowers, Sugarcane Buds to relaying stories she heard later on in order to “get the goods”,
Jiang Shumei’s memory writing may have hit a bottleneck, but the social force embodied in her
early works still cannot be ignored.
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